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NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT TEAM’S REPORT TO THE 
 PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE 

 
Date 22ND December 2014 

 
REPORT TITLE Environment Act 1995 – Part IV 
  Declaration of Air Quality Management Area for Newcastle 

Town Centre; Kidsgrove; Little Madeley and Maybank, 
Wolstanton and Porthill 

   
Submitted by:  (Environmental Protection Team Manager – Darren Walters) 
 
Portfolio: Environmental Health 
 
Ward(s) affected: ALL 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
To advise Committee of the findings of the statutory progress report for 2013 in respect of air quality in 
the Borough and the work required as a result of the findings of poor air quality in areas of the 
Borough. 
 
Recommendations  
 

(i) That an Air Quality Management Area is formally designated by Order under the provisions of 
Section 83(1) of the Environmental Act 1995 for an identified area of Kidsgrove  (Order number 
1) as detailed in Appendix C 

(ii) That an Air Quality Management Area is formally designated by Order under the provisions of 
Section 83(1) of the Environmental Act 1995 for an identified area of Newcastle under Lyme 
Town Centre (Order number 2) as detailed in Appendix D. 

(iii) That an Air Quality Management Area is formally designated by Order under the provisions of 
Section 83(1) of the Environmental Act 1995 for an identified area of Maybank, Wolstanton and 
Porthill (Order number 4) as detailed in Appendix E. 

(iv) That an Air Quality Management Area is formally designated by Order under the provisions of 
Section 83(1) of the Environmental Act 1995 for an identified area of Little Madeley (Order 
number 3) as detailed in Appendix F. 

(v) That area specific Action Plans are developed to manage the Air Quality Management Areas 
within 12 months of the designation. 
 

Reasons 
 

1. To protect the health of residents within the identified areas where the annual average 
concentrations of nitrogen dioxide has been shown to exceed the statutory annual mean 
nitrogen dioxide objective. 
 

2. To comply with legal duties placed upon the Council under section 83 of the Environment Act 
1995. 

 
3. There is a statutory requirement upon designation of an Air Quality Management Area to 

develop and implement an Action Plan within 12 months to manage and reduce nitrogen 
dioxide concentrations within the identified area(s).  

 
 
1. Background 

.  
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Nationally, the UK Government considers that health related air quality has an equivalent impact 
on the UK economy to that caused by obesity and a greater cost to the economy and mortality 
than road traffic injuries and deaths.  Air pollution is estimated to reduce the life expectancy of 
every person in the UK by an average of 7-8 months with estimated equivalent health costs of 
up to £20 billion each year. 

Local authorities therefore have an important role in bringing about improvements in air quality 
and ensuring compliance with statutory requirements to reduce the impact on health and 
associated costs to the National Health Service and the wider economy. 

Local authorities in the UK have statutory duties for managing local air quality under Part IV of 
the Environment Act 1995. District Councils have been required to review and assess air quality 
within their areas since 1997 for compliance against a range of pollutant objectives. 

The findings of the previous reviews and assessments undertaken by your officers was  
reported to committee earlier this year. These statutory reports are available on www.newcastle-
staffs.gov.uk/LAQM/reports 

Following identification of exceedances in the nitrogen dioxide annual mean objective in a 
number of locations across the borough in 2012 a specialist air quality consultancy was 
appointed to undertake a combined Detailed and Further Assessment study of air quality in the 
affected areas. The outcome of this study was reported to this committee in December 2013 
(Minute number 8 of the 2nd December 2013).  

Members were informed that as a result of the findings of the study there was a legal 
requirement for the council to declare Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) in the affected 
areas and to consult on the boundaries with key stakeholders prior to formally making an order 
declaring an AQMA.  

 
2. Issues 

 
The Detailed and Further Assessment undertaken in 2013, identified the following areas as 
exceeding the statutory nitrogen dioxide annual mean objective.  

• Newcastle under Lyme Town Centre in including London Road, and King Street 

• Liverpool Road Kidsgrove 

• May Bank High Street and Porthill Bank 

• 2 dwellings at Little Madeley adjacent to the M6 motorway 
 
Following advice from the council’s air quality consultant discrete areas were identified for 
inclusion within Air Quality Management Area’s which included the address locations which 
exceeded the annual mean objective. The boundaries were also drawn sufficiently wide to 
enable a strategic approach to be taken to improve air quality in the affected areas. 
 
Consultation on the proposed Air Quality Management Areas in Kidsgrove, Newcastle Town 
Centre and May Bank-Porthill-Wolstanton took place between the 1st September 2014 and the 
12th October 2014. The owner and occupants of the properties at Little Madeley were contacted 
and provided with specific written advice concerning the proposals.  
 
 All residents and businesses in the proposed areas were provided with written information and 
invited to attend drop in sessions to speak directly to officers from the Environmental Protection 
Team. Following a request from Stoke on Trent City Council’s Public Protection Unit to extend 
the area along Etruria Road to the MFI roundabout local residents and business’ together with 
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the relevant highways authorities and local ward members along the route of the suggested 
extension were also contacted for their views and were invited to comment between the 24th 
October 2014 and the 10th November 2014. 
 
Known stakeholders were contacted and invited to comment as detailed in Appendix A. The 
consultation was also promoted through the council’s website, The Reporter newspaper, local 
press, radio interviews and member briefings. Officers also attended two public meetings called 
by local residents groups to discuss the proposals in detail.  
 
A total of 91 consultation comments were received and these have been collated and are 
detailed in Appendix B. 
 
Generally, there is broad support for the suggested boundaries and an appreciation of the work 
being undertaken to monitor and improve local air quality. A number of traffic related issues and 
suggested solutions were identified and these will be taken into account in the formulation of the 
legally required area specific Air Quality Action Plans (AQAP’s) which will commence in January 
2015 and will need to be in place by December 2015. 
 

 
3. Reasons for Preferred Solution 
 

The proposed boundaries of the Air Quality Management Areas have been devised to enable 
the council to undertake a strategic approach in securing reductions in levels of nitrogen dioxide 
within the affected areas. 
 
The boundary of the Newcastle under Lyme Town Centre AQMA has been amended to 
incorporate the Newcastle side of A53 Etruria Road such that it now runs contiguous with the 
Stoke on Trent AMQA’s along this road which have been declared due to exceedances of the 
nitrogen dioxide annual mean objective across the city and also the hourly mean nitrogen 
dioxide objective at the houses situated on Basford Bank. This will better enable co-ordination 
between the borough council and Stoke-on-Trent City Council in managing air quality along this 
route such that actions in one local authority to improve air quality should not have a detrimental 
effect in the neighbouring authority’s area. 

 
4. Outcomes Linked to Sustainable Community Strategy and Corporate Priorities 
 

The action taken achieves the following priorities detailed within the Council Plan 
 

• Priority 1 – A clean, safe and sustainable borough 

• Priority 3 –A healthy and active community  

• Council Plan Outcome 1.3 The negative impact that the council, residents and local 
businesses have on the environment will have reduced 

 
5.          Legal and Statutory Implications  
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Where air quality is unlikely to meet or does not meet the statutory objectives, Section 83 of the 
Environment Act 1995 requires the council by Order to designate an Air Quality Management 
Area. The draft Orders are attached in appendices A to D.  
 
Section 84 of the Environment Act 1995 places a duty on the council to consult with the public 
and stakeholders and to develop and implement an action plan to address the situation  
 
To decide not to declare an AQMA would require appropriate evidence to the contrary, i.e. there 
is no risk of exceedence of the nitrogen dioxide annual average limit.  
 
The Air Quality Management Orders will be finalised, affixed with the council's seal and attested 
by the council's signatories. A copy of the Order must then be sent to DEFRA and be publicised 
locally. It is intended that the order’s will come into effect on the 5th January 2015. 
 

 
6. Financial and Resource Implications 
 

Staffing and financial resources to undertake ongoing monitoring and to develop the AQAP’s will 
be met from existing resources. Resourcing and ownership of the measures identified in the 
action plans will be identified in the development of the action plans. 
 
Progress against the delivery of the AQAP’s will be reported annually as part of the current 
statutory review and assessment reporting requirements. 
 

7. Background Papers 
 

• Environment Act 1995 – Part IV 

• Local Air Quality Management Technical Guidance (LAQM.TG.09) (available at 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13081-tech-guidance-laqm-tg-09-
090218.pdf) 

• Newcastle Under Lyme Air Quality Detailed and Further Assessment – Client Project 
Report CPR2631 prepared by TRL (available at www.newcastle-
staffs.gov.uk/LAQM/DAFA2013) 
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Appendix A 
List of consultees 

 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council 
Council Leader 
Public Protection Portfolio Holder 
Wolstanton ward councillors 
May Bank ward councillors 
Porthill ward councillors 
Town ward councillors 
Cross Heath Ward Councillors 
Kidsgrove Ward Councillors 
Butt Lane Ward Councillors 
Keele Ward Councillors 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Head of Planning 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Planning Policy Manager 
Local Planning Authority Committee Chair & Vice Chair 
 
Staffordshire County Council 
Staffordshire County Councillor for Bradwell Porthill and Wolstanton 
Staffordshire County Councillor for Newcastle 
Staffordshire County Councillor for May Bank and Cross Heath 
Staffordshire County Councillor for Newcastle Rural 
Staffordshire County Councillor for Kidsgrove 
Staffordshire County Council Highways Connectivity  
Staffordshire County Council Public Health Lead 
Director of Public Health 
Staffordshire County Council Portfolio holder for Public Health and Community Safety 
 
Stoke on Trent City Council 
Stoke on Trent City Council Highways 
Stoke on Trent City Council Planning Policy 
Stoke on Trent City Council AQ officer 
 
Business & Community representatives 
All households within proposed AQMA boundaries 
Newcastle Town Centre Partnership Manager 
Newcastle Chamber of Trade 
Newcastle Town Centre businesses  
Kidsgrove Town centre businesses 
Kidsgrove Town Centre Partnership CIC 
May Bank, Porthill and Wolstanton Businesses 
Wolstanton Residents Association 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent LEP chair 
GP Surgeries within proposed AQMA boundaries 
Member of Parliament for Newcastle under Lyme 
Member of Parliament for Stoke on Trent North 
Kidsgrove Town Council 
 
Transport Operators 
Newcastle TAXI association 
FIRST PMT 
Scragg’s Coaches 
Baker Bus 
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Wardle Transport 
Stanway’s Coaches 
Arriva Midlands 
Bennett’s Travel 
GHA Coaches 
National Taxi Association 
National Private Hire Association 
Licensed Taxi Drivers Association 
 
Keele University Vice Chancellor 
Highways Agency Asset Manager 
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Appendix B 

Consulation responses received  
 
 

 

 
 

Air Quality Management Areas 2014 Consulation - Summary of  Responses

Number of 

Responses 

Received 

Agree 

with 

AQMA 

Proposal

Disagree 

with 

AQMA 

area

Number 

who 

made 

further 

Buses to 

be 

improve

d

School start 

& finish 

times a 

problem

Parking to 

be 

improved

Traffic lights 

a problem

M6 is a 

Problem
Cycle Routes

Other                         

(for detail of 

comment 

see 

14 22 1 16 4 1 4 1 1 4 10

8 26 0 14 5 4 4 3 1 1 19

91 13 1 13 5 1 5 5 0 1 3

3 8 0 6 3 1 0 0 1 1 2

116 69 2 49 17 7 13 9 3 7 34

Porthill, Wolstanton, Maybank (P)

Total Numbers

Newcastle Town Centre (N)

Liverpool Road, Kidsgrove (K)

Madeley (M)

~~ AQMA AREA ~~

Disagree 

with 

Proposal

         Note; Respondents highlighted in this colour advised that they would like the AQMA area to be wider to 

encompass other problem spots.

1 67

Agree with 

AQMA area

0

0

0

1

21

26

12

8

~~ Comments made by Respondents ~~ 
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N P K M

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

Disagree 

with 

proposal

Agree with 

AQMA area

AQMA Area
Agree with 

proposal

/

Resident parking needed

Hold ups on motorway affect AQ in Madeley & Betley

Disagree 

with 

AQMA 

area

HGVs ignoring 3T sign on Friarswood Road. Large number of vehicles on road causing 

congestion. Restricted zones (residents only areas)

Parents parking on Red Street to drop kids to school, stopping buses getting through 

and causing frustration. 

Other
Traffic lights 

a problem

M6 is a 

problem

Cycling route 

improvement
Further comments

Buses to be 

improved

School start & 

finish times a 

problem

Parking to be 

improved

1

Bus routes to be improved, especially from Keele to Hanley & Newcastle

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

Improvements to be made to cycle routes and cycling in the town centre.

Wider area to be covered in AQMA. A34 can be very busy, particularly in rush hour 

when motorway is blocked. Also what effect on soil in my garden. 

Parking in Dunkirk is a problem

Speed limit of 20mph for both service roads to Priory Road
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1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

In order to cycle safely there needs to be more continuity with cycle lanes.

/

/

Monitor houses alongside the A500 which have been missed in the AQMA proposal. 

Monitor Grange Lane if it is to be used as an alternative route.

/

/

/

Need to enforce existing parking restrictions particularly in the vicinity of May Bank 

school. May also be useful to improve the ability to join the A500. Consider a 

conurbation wide plan as there are several congestion points. Trial free buses on 

appropriate routes (did this in Manchester). Improve the availability to cycle. Promote 

walking bus to schools within the area. Consider review of the transport plan to reduce 

the use of private cars.

Traffic around schools in the morning and afternoon is horrendous. Grange Lane lights 

should be made into a roundabout. Put more effort in getting the kids to walk to and 

from school.

Remove parking bays opposite shops on May Bank High Street, causes a bottle neck 

when buses pass.

High levels of pollution in Lilly Street should be investigated.

Car sharing to be encouraged. Bus routes and times need to be revised as they are not 

user friendly.

Improve the traffic at local schools

Watlands View traffic (HGVs) to be looked at. Unable to pass the HGVs & traffic backs 

up on to the roundabout.

Weight restriction on Porthill Bank. Pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Porthill Bank 

near to the bus stop.

Include cycling crossing in Pool Dam Street and cycling hazard signs for cars in Pool 

Dam and Blackfriars Road.

Improvement to buses. Clayton bus stop sign is missing, no idea where to get bus 

from
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1 1

1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

Too many traffic lights causing congestion. Mini roundabouts would keep the traffic 

flowing.

Parking on both sides of the road (and bends). People visiting local businesses and 

park on the road (double yellow lines) to avoid paying car parking charges. Need 

parking restrictions by the Harecastle Hotel.

Parking along Liverpool Road. Traffic wardens needed. No-one is paying any attention 

to the double yellow lines.

Also HGVs using Milehouse Lane, Alexander Road, Church Lane, Grange Lane for M6 

access throughout the day.

Grange Lane traffic lights cause a tail back. Traffic light sequence here needs to be 

changed.

AQMA area should be extended up to the boundary with Stoke. Buses stopping 

outside engine running amount of cars on that route, amount of traffic due to Aldi. Cars 

stopping with engine running going to Chinese takeaway.

The Avenue bus stop is too close to the junction, it obstructs traffic flow. Traffic calming 

methods cause the flow of traffic towards Gloucester Road and Galleys Bank estate to 

find alternative routes which ultimately results in traffic joining the A50 via Heathcote 

Street and then passing through the AQMA unnecessarily.

Make the A50 from Tesco to Aldi no parking. Sequence the traffic lights at the junction 

of The Avenue-A50, and the traffic lights at Aldi better (un-coordinated at the moment). 

Educate people about vehicle pollution and the consequences of their actions. 

Effective use of traffic wardens required. Introduce an urban freeway

Heathcote Street - Make this a no right turn.

Anything that will improve the quality of the air is a good thing

1
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1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1

1

1

1

Side Streets to be included in monitoring. Palmerson Street is very bad at all times of 

the day. Lots of traffic throughout the day.

The whole of teh City of S-O-T has been declared an AQMA for exceedance of the UK 

air quality NO2 objectives. The main source of NO2 exceedances in S-O-T, asit is in 

Newcastle-under-Lyme, is road transport. Traffic management will be fundamental to 

improving qir qualityin both the city and the borough. The A34, A52 and A53 form three 

of the main routes between the city and the borough. We agree that the Newcastle 

AQMA should extend to teh boundary of S-O-T on teh A53 (Etruria Road). We would 

like to make the following recommendations for Newcastle AQMA:                                                       

(1) That the AQMA should be extended to the boundary of Stoke-on-Trent A34 

(London Road ) .      (2) That the AQMA should be extended to the boundary of Stoke-

on-Trent A52 (George Street ) and iclude Borough road and Albert Street.                         

(3)  That consideration is given when defining the boundary at the A53 and that the 

possible inhibition of pollutant dispersal caused by overhanging trees on both the 

Newcastle and Stoke side of the A53 and the cutting btween Basford park Road and 

the A500(T) at this location is taken into consideration. We believe that the suggestions 

above would enable a more holistic approach to traffic management and pollutant 

dispersal for the two local authority areas.                             

The Pedestrian crossing near to roundabout with A34 and Knutton Lane, causes traffic 

to back up on the roundabout with exhaust fumes

A ring road around Kidsgrove should be considered as it would ease traffic congestion 

on the busy main road.

Continued process of monitoring and awareness raising about the impact of poor air 

quality on health. Design of lower emission transport into strategic planning. Adoption 

of a local transport strategy so that all planning applications and investment policies 

should include environmental appraisal specific to preventing a breach of AQ 

standards. Reversal of the policy in respect of bus deregulation in areas outside of 

London, and a return to bus partnerships. Regular publication of local AQ standards 

and statistics highlighting the impact on health. Involve Keele uni to conduct medical 

studies of local people re exposure to local air quality and health effects. Hold 

workshops on the results of such experiments. Consideration of a low emission zone. 

Borough Local Plan and Staffordshire Spatial Strategy  to set out implications for air 

quality in each policy. 
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1

1

1 1

1

1

1

1 1

1

1

1

1

1

1 1 1 1

With regard to the proposed route for the Air quality management area I’m expressing 

my concerns, I’d like to add more areas which should be included and include A photo 

of just one of the HGV’s which regularly travel along routes throughout Wolstanton. 1, 

Grange lane and church lane this route which run’s past to infant schools and with the 

expected increase in traffic from the new Marks and Spencer’s store going from the 

predictions from managers they are expecting 150 a day throughout the week and 

300+ what happens if we have an incident along the A500 were does all this extra 

traffic go I’ve lived in Wolstanton  since 1995 and I’ve seen first-hand what the opening 

of Grange lane has done to the Village every morning from 8am to 10am and from 3pm 

to 6:30pm church lane and Grange lane become grid locked. I’m sure the air quality 

around this area is well above the limits of control. 2, Silverdale road and Dimsdale 

Parade East should also be included due the narrowness and the increase number of 

HGV’s which use the two roads in particular I get regular complaints from a number of 

residents who have expressed concerns that the HGV’s travel past Wolstanton High 

school and then travel along streets which have properties very close to the road. 3, 

Wolseley road again this is a narrow road and the amount of traffic from Watlands view 

using this road to gain excess to Hassam Parade then on to Upper Mile house lane.  If 

you are able to come and have a look first hand at the amount of HGV’s using 

Wolstanton next Monday or Tuesday morning it would be much appreciated regards 

Dave.

I would like to urge the replacementof the trees outside the swimming baths on 

Brunswick Street amd would recommend any additional street planting in the town 

centre area and especially along Barracks Road. I have seen schemes in the London 

Borough where they have planted Silver Birch, shallow rooted trees in containers along 

the street which significantly reduce the dust and pollution levels. Personaly I would like 

this to happen wherever possible. Also plant more trees in car park to offer shade

The modelling confirms the risk to the residents down-wind of the London Road area. I 

suggest that local byelaws be implemented to make it illegal to allow a vehicle's engine 

to run once the vehicle has been stationary for more than 30 seconds. In effect you 

want to train drivers to react in the same way as the latest stop/start technology on 

vehicle. Another idea might be to restrict vehicles paying more than £30 per annum 

road fund licence from using the AQMA. The twin weekday traffic peaks of morning and 

late afternoon could be modified by encoraging schoolsand businesses to stagger 

start and finish times. This wouls also benefit effect on traffic queuing.

I believe there is excellent public transport (buses) provision in the AQMA.  To reduce 

vehicular traffic in High Street, Wolstanton, and Church Lane, I would propose 

removing the roundabout at the top of Porthill Bank and making the priority route from 

Bradwell turn left down Porthill Bank.  I propose a similar change by removing Grange 

Lane traffic lights and making the through route from Newcastle turn right at that point, 

down to the A500.  I would impose weight restrictions (except for buses) and a 20 mph 

speed limit throughout the Church Lane/High Street road between those two points.  I 

have no specific proposals for the extreme ends of the proposed AQMA.
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1

1

1 1 1

1

1

1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

I am very pleased that you are going to do something about the pollution in my area 

having suffered with chest problems ever since I have lived here. I have to use inhailers 

all the time.

1

1

///

///

Make Watlands View a one way street and stop HGV wagons using it 

///I do not agree with the extent, because It is not large enough, it should encompass 

larger areas of the highway network that form part of the problem with respect to vehicle 

movements in the town centre.  In particular it would make sense if the A52 as included 

up to the SoT boundary, along with Borough Road and the Gyratory of Doom (there is 

significant standing traffic / accelerating and braking which will adversely impact on local 

AQ and background pollutant levels).  Other areas that should also be included are 

Blackfriars Road, Pool Dam and a stretch of Higherland.  And Brook Lane and 

Friarswood Road. 

Comments:  The quality of the consultation was poor.  The layout, presentation and 

proof reading of the leaflets was substandard (love the drainpipes - i mean diffusion 

tubes).  This consultation was almost impossible to find on the website, and until 

yesterday there was a typo so 'Newcastle Town Centre' was replaced by Kidsgrove 

Town Centre.  The spaces left for comment were way to small to add anything 

meaningful. I look forward to positive changes as a result, i suspect that without looking 

at the rerouting of buses (why oh why do they go through town i have no idea) and the 

wholesale rerouting of traffic around the Town Centre not that much can be achieved in 

the short or medium term.

I agree with the proposal.  I do not agree with the extent, because I think that the area 

should be extended to include the crematorium.  

Comments:  There is a busy crematorium nearby and I think that the earmarked area 

should be extended to include the crematorium not just because of the pollution 

generated by the crematorium but by the vehicles using this facility on a daily basis.

I agree with the proposal.  I agree with the extent.  

Comments.  Pollution could be reduced if the speed limit from Porthill roundabout until 

the top of Asda bank was reduced to 20mph. There are schools along this busy road 

so this would also protect young children. 
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1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1

The ridiculous poor quality and age of buses on this route must surely add 

exponentially to the air quality problem. Currently a huge quantity of old, dilapidated 

double decker buses are used. One went past yesterday that was R reg with 8 people 

on - how is this environmentally friendly? Mini links used to be run but these seem to 

have all disappeared? Surely by running a newer fleet the cost of buying them would 

soon be made up by the reduced cost of fuel + the environmental benefits would be 

felt. The same old problem of HGVs cutting through from the A500 to the A34 is still an 

issue. This kind of traffic should not be allowed on this road. 

This is very worrying as we have 2 small children aged 4yrs and 6yrs. We have also 

noticed that we have all been suffering from a lot more colds/ flu's this year compared 

to normal. Is this going to affect us long term.

To be advised of the plan of action when formulated

From 07:10 my street (Albert Street) becomes a car park. It is used excessivley in the 

morning and from 4:30pm until 6:30 in the evening and I'm concerned as to the noise 

and pollution. P.S. I would have expected a pre-paid envelope in which to send this 

response.

///

The A53 between Newcastle and Etruria roundabout should be a dual carriageway

///

Traffic on Kidsgrove Bank is bad

As King Street is a very busy road and in close proximity to  the D road (Etruria), I feel 

that pedestrians walking into town are more at risk of the effects of this pollution.

As a business we would not welcome any restrictions on customer or staff parking
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1 1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1

Trees in the area of sandy lane roundabout help improve the air quality naturally. 

Development on Sandy Lane parkland is being explored by the borough council. This 

will inevitably mean the removal of trees which will further impact on air quality in that 

and the may bank area.

Allowing parkland at sandy lane roundabout to be sold for development will mean trees 

will be removed - they naturally improve air quality in the surrounding area (Newcastle, 

Basford and May Bank). Help stop air quality deteriorating by not allowing development 

on Sandy Lane parkland.

Although I have stated that I wish to comment about Porthill, May Bank and Wolstanton - 

I had only one choice - my comments apply to all areas. The extra pollution caused in 

the town stems from the ring road and the bus station. The standard of the buses 

running in and out of the area must be one of the biggest culprits of this pollution. I have 

regularly had the misfortune to follow buses up the Brampton - heading for Burslem, 

Tunstall, Ball Green, Kidsgrove, Smallthorne etc., etc. that bellow out dense black 

diesel fumes, and they run up and down these routes, day in and day out. Add to that 

the general traffic using the same routes and you can't fail to realise why the areas are 

polluted. Multiplying the problems in the May Bank area is the traffic lights that have 

been reconfigured to allow traffic to pass individually from Basford Park Road and 

Alexandra Road, when the main road go together, as the others should. This change 

has resulted in traffic being stationary in the Marsh/May Bank High Street area for much 

longer, resulting in higher levels of pollution. When traffic is pushed to single main 

through routes, one way systems and other preferred routes, it's patently obvious that 

higher levels of pollution will occur. There's no getting away from it and as far as I can 

see, very little that can be done to alleviate it with the current systems in place.

I refer to the Councils proposals to sell land on the corner of the Brampton / Sandy 

Lane for the purpose of domestic dwellings. Surely the removal of circa 30 off trees 

and a further increase in local traffic will only add to the current air quality issue. By 

virtue of nature trees absorb carbon dioxide and give out oxygen. Any development of 

the primary open space referred to above is in total contradiction of declaring the area 

as an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). Surely Newcastle U Lyme as far more 

open space sites for development and new house build which will not have the same 

impact - My guess is however that the Brampton site provides a very lucrative Council 

sale potential as a primary area which appears to be the driver behind the plans to sell. 

Make Watlands View a one-way street, and stop HGV wagons using it.
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Improve traffic flow at busy times.  Reconsider traffic control system both this side and 

across the stoke border

I am concerned about the HGVs and the air quality.  Please keep me informed.

Yes these areas are traffic 'heavy' King St to Etruria and Albert Street is very 'busy' 

particularly morning and tea-time (school runs, work) and road works, accidents, traffic 

is diverted via Albert St.  Trees, greenery takes our toxins away, but they cannot take 

place for main roads causing obscurity to drivers.

How does the proposed AQMA areas align with proposals of neighbouring local 

authorities, in this area, Stoke City Council?

I read an article in the Sentinel about the need to improve the air quality in the 

Newcastle area. The borough council has been spending their limited budget on this 

which is a good thing as air quality is needed everywhere and is a big problem as there 

are so many cars on the road.  The only objection I have is the same council has plans 

all over Newcastle to turn green belt land into housing developments.  This produces a 

lot of pollution in itself.  In particular the site in Sandy Lane where at least 20 

established trees that get rid of pollution would have to be cut down.  Also the site 

would bring many more cars to a very already busy road there has been many car 

accidents already, one ended with someone being killed  Therefore I see it as a 

contradiction when the council is acting this way by causing more pollution.

1

As a resident along Sandy Lane and Principal of Sandy Lane Kindergarten, I write on 

behalf of myself, parents and children.  As we are located directly opposite to the field 

of green land, I feel it my duty to voice my strong objections in response to your 

proposals.  My main objection  is the extra volume of traffice 8 or 9 extra houses would 

attract (with an average of 2 cars per household) to the already horrendously busy road 

which vehicles use as a short cut from Newcastle to Stoke or hanley.  As the proposed 

area is on a dangerous, sharp bend, I feel it would jeopardise crossing Sandy lane 

even further.  Many parents who live nearby feel it too dangerous to walk with the 

present conditions as cars travel far too quickly, in excess of 30 miles per hour.  The 

added volume of traffic would also have a negative impact on the environment, causing 

extra pollution to a green belt area.  Additionally, the children have great pleasure using 

the field, learning an early appreciation of nature, delighting in walks and trails 

throughout the seasons.  Likewise, people use this area for leisurely walking their dogs, 

bringing the local community together.  I trust you will take the above points into 

consideration and that you visit the sight, particularly at peak times to experience this 

hazardous area first hand.
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Not sure depends on action plan decided.  We would be interested to see what the 

Council finally suggest to improve the air quality in the areas on the enclosed map.  

According to various items of research conducted on the internet, it appears the 

conclusion reached is that trees improve our air quality and are beneficial to assist in 

the elimination of Nitrogen Dixoide, Carbon Monoxide and Sulphur Dioxide emissions.  

if this is true, then we would suggest that there is strong evidence to ensure the 

preservation of trees within the areas suggested and develop a constructive plan to 

plant more.  As a resident of Sandy Lane - and the person who has completed this 

form so my comments do not reflect those of the Company - in light of the information 

above, it seems a misguided decision to sell off the land at the end of the lane - which 

contains an abundance of trees - to build more houses, create more traffic and 

ultimately make the air quality worse.  We would be interested to see what the Council 

finally suggest to improve the air quality in the areas on the enclosed map.  According 

to various items of research conducted on the internet, it appears the conclusion 

reached is that trees improve our air quality and are beneficial to assist in the 

elimination of Nitrogen Dioxide, Carbon Monoxide and Sulphur Dioxide emissions.  if 

this is true, then we would suggest that there is strong evidence to ensure the 

preservation of trees within the areas suggested and develop a constructive plan to 

plant more.  As a resident of Sandy Lane - and the person who has completed this 

form so my comments do not reflect those of the Company - in light of the information 

above, it seems a misguided decsion to sell off the land at the end of the lane - which 

contains an abundance of trees - to build more houses, create more traffic and 

ultimately make the air quality worse.
1)  Increase the time on the traffic lights going onto the A500 Roundabout (only 2-3 

cars go through at one time).  2)  Extend the road after the Basford traffic lights making 

another lane to take up some of the traffic or maybe a bus lane.  3)  Stop large lorries 

using the Etruria Road.  4)  Can some traffic go down Old Stoke Road onto the A500, 

better sign posting offering this option.  5)  Traffic Wardens giving out fines on Etruria 

Road for cars, vans, taxies etc parked on yellow lines, stoping or slowing down traffic 

causing problems.  6)  Better traffic lights on the Basford Bank - let you go left more 

open.
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Ian Beech

Sandy Lane, 

ST5 0LX 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Mrs Natalie Titley

 Sandy Lane, 

Newcastle 1 1 1

Caroline 

Keats, Sandy 

Lane 

Kindergarten

Sandy Lane, 

Newcastle, ST5 

0LZ 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

M Canavan

 King Street, 

ST5 1JB 1 1 1

S. Worthington

 Albert Street, 

Newcastle, ST5 

1JR 1 1 1

Eamonn Malkin

 Brunswick 

Street, 1 1 1

Robin Wiles

 Albert Street, 

Newcastle, ST5 

1JP 1 1 1

Kenneth Nevin

Earls Court, 

Miller Street, 

Newcastle, ST5 1 1 1

I am concerned about the HGVs and the air quality.  Please keep me informed.

Yes these areas are traffic 'heavy' King St to Etruria and Albert Street is very 'busy' particularly morning and tea-time

(school runs, work) and road works, accidents, traffic is diverted via Albert St. Trees, greenery takes our toxins away,

but they cannot take place for main roads causing obscurity to drivers.

How does the proposed AQMA areas align with proposals of neighbouring local authorities, in this area, Stoke City

Council?

1

Trees in the area of sandy lane roundabout help improve the air quality naturally. Development on Sandy Lane parkland

is being explored by the borough council. This will inevitably mean the removal of trees which will further impact on air

quality in that and the may bank area.

Allowing parkland at sandy lane roundabout to be sold for development will mean trees will be removed - they naturally

improve air quality in the surrounding area (Newcastle, Basford and May Bank). Help stop air quality deteriorating by

not allowing development on Sandy Lane parkland.

I read an article in the Sentinel about the need to improve the air quality in the Newcastle area. The borough council

has been spending their limited budget on this which is a good thing as air quality is needed everywhere and is a big

problem as there are so many cars on the road. The only objection I have is the same council has plans all over

Newcastle to turn green belt land into housing developments. This produces a lot of pollution in itself. In particular the

site in Sandy Lane where at least 20 established trees that get rid of pollution would have to be cut down. Also the site

would bring many more cars to a very already busy road there has been many car accidents already, one ended with

someone being killed Therefore I see it as a contradiction when the council is acting this way by causing more

pollution.

1

As a resident along Sandy Lane and Principal of Sandy Lane Kindergarten, I write on behalf of myself, parents and

children. As we are located directly opposite to the field of green land, I feel it my duty to voice my strong objections in

response to your proposals. My main objection is the extra volume of traffice 8 or 9 extra houses would attract (with

an average of 2 cars per household) to the already horrendously busy road which vehicles use as a short cut from

Newcastle to Stoke or hanley. As the proposed area is on a dangerous, sharp bend, I feel it would jeopardise crossing

Sandy lane even further. Many parents who live nearby feel it too dangerous to walk with the present conditions as

cars travel far too quickly, in excess of 30 miles per hour. The added volume of traffic would also have a negative

impact on the environment, causing extra pollution to a green belt area. Additionally, the children have great pleasure

using the field, learning an early appreciation of nature, delighting in walks and trails throughout the seasons. Likewise,

people use this area for leisurely walking their dogs, bringing the local community together. I trust you will take the

above points into consideration and that you visit the sight, particularly at peak times to experience this hazardous

area first hand.

I refer to the Councils proposals to sell land on the corner of the Brampton / Sandy Lane for the purpose of domestic

dwellings. Surely the removal of circa 30 off trees and a further increase in local traffic will only add to the current air

quality issue. By virtue of nature trees absorb carbon dioxide and give out oxygen. Any development of the primary

open space referred to above is in total contradiction of declaring the area as an Air Quality Management Area

(AQMA). Surely Newcastle U Lyme as far more open space sites for development and new house build which will not

have the same impact - My guess is however that the Brampton site provides a very lucrative Council sale potential as

a primary area which appears to be the driver behind the plans to sell. This potential contradiction is one of many

reasons to leave the site open and green!

Make Watlands View a one-way street, and stop HGV wagons using it.
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Robin Wiles

 Albert Street, 

Newcastle, ST5 

1JP 1 1 1

Kenneth Nevin

Earls Court, 

Miller Street, 

Newcastle, ST5 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Anon Anon 1 1 1

Dave & Alison Reading

 Etruria Road, 

Basford, 

Newcastle 

Under Lyme 1 1 1

Improve traffic flow at busy times.  Reconsider traffic control system both this side and across the stoke border

Not sure depends on action plan decided. We would be interested to see what the Council finally suggest to improve

the air quality in the areas on the enclosed map. According to various items of research conducted on the internet, it

appears the conclusion reached is that trees improve our air quality and are beneficial to assist in the elimination of

Nitrogen Dixoide, Carbon Monoxide and Sulphur Dioxide emissions. if this is true, then we would suggest that there is

strong evidence to ensure the preservation of trees within the areas suggested and develop a constructive plan to

plant more. As a resident of Sandy Lane - and the person who has completed this form so my comments do not reflect

those of the Company - in light of the information above, it seems a misguided decision to sell off the land at the end of

the lane - which contains an abundance of trees - to build more houses, create more traffic and ultimately make the air

quality worse. We would be interested to see what the Council finally suggest to improve the air quality in the areas on

the enclosed map. According to various items of research conducted on the internet, it appears the conclusion

reached is that trees improve our air quality and are beneficial to assist in the elimination of Nitrogen Dioxide, Carbon

Monoxide and Sulphur Dioxide emissions. if this is true, then we would suggest that there is strong evidence to ensure

the preservation of trees within the areas suggested and develop a constructive plan to plant more. As a resident of

Sandy Lane - and the person who has completed this form so my comments do not reflect those of the Company - in

light of the information above, it seems a misguided decsion to sell off the land at the end of the lane - which contains

an abundance of trees - to build more houses, create more traffic and ultimately make the air quality worse.

1) Increase the time on the traffic lights going onto the A500 Roundabout (only 2-3 cars go through at one time). 2)

Extend the road after the Basford traffic lights making another lane to take up some of the traffic or maybe a bus lane.

3) Stop large lorries using the Etruria Road. 4) Can some traffic go down Old Stoke Road onto the A500, better sign

posting offering this option. 5) Traffic Wardens giving out fines on Etruria Road for cars, vans, taxies etc parked on

yellow lines, stoping or slowing down traffic causing problems. 6) Better traffic lights on the Basford Bank - let you go

left more often.

How does the proposed AQMA areas align with proposals of neighbouring local authorities, in this area, Stoke City

Council?
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APPENDIX C 

 
Proposed Air Quality Management Order 

 Number 1 - Kidsgrove 
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Environment Act 1995 Part IV Section 83(1) 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council 

Air Quality Management Order Number 1 - Kidsgrove  
 

1. Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council in exercise of the powers conferred upon it 

by Section 83(1) of the Environment Act 1995, hereby makes the following Order. 

 
2. This Order may be cited/referred to as the Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council 

Air Quality Management Area Order Number 1 - Kidsgrove and shall come into 

effect on 15th January 2015. 

 
3. The area shown on the attached map in red is to be designated as an air quality 

management area.  This Area is designated in relation to a breach of the nitrogen 

dioxide annual mean objective as specified in the Air Quality Regulations 2000. 

 
4. This Order shall remain in force until it is varied or revoked by a subsequent order. 

 
The Common Seal of Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council was hereto affixed on 

       and signed on behalf of the said Council. 

 

 

      

Authorised Signatory 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Proposed Air Quality Management Order 
 Number 2 – Newcastle-under-Lyme 
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Environment Act 1995 Part IV Section 83(1) 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council 

Air Quality Management Order Number 2 – Newcastle-under-Lyme  
 

Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council in exercise of the powers conferred upon it by Section 

83(1) of the Environment Act 1995, hereby makes the following Order. 

 

1. This Order may be cited/referred to as the Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Air 

Quality Management Area Order Number 2 – Newcastle under Lyme and shall come 

into effect on 15th January 2015. 

 

2. The area shown on the attached map in red is to be designated as an air quality 

management area.  This Area is designated in relation to a breach of the nitrogen 

dioxide annual mean objective as specified in the Air Quality Regulations 2000 

 

3. This Order shall remain in force until it is varied or revoked by a subsequent order. 

 

The Common Seal of Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council was hereto affixed on  

      and signed on behalf of said Council. 

 

 

      

Authorised Signatory 
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Appendix E 
 

Proposed Air Quality Management Order 
 Number 3 – Maybank, Wolstanton and 

Porthill 
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Environment Act 1995 Part IV Section 83(1) 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council 

Air Quality Management Order Number 3 – Maybank, Wolstanton and Porthill 
 
 

Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council in exercise of the powers conferred upon it by Section 

83(1) of the Environment Act 1995, hereby makes the following Order. 

 

1. This Order may be cited/referred to as the Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Air 

Quality Management Area Order Number 3 – Maybank, Wolstanton and Porthill and 

shall come into effect on 15th January 2015. 

 

2. The area shown on the attached map in red is to be designated as an air 

quality management area.  This Area is designated in relation to a breach of the 

nitrogen dioxide annual mean objective as specified in the Air Quality Regulations 2000 

 

3. This Order shall remain in force until it is varied or revoked by a subsequent 

order. 

 
The Common Seal of Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council was hereto affixed on 

      and signed on behalf of said Council. 

 

 

      

Authorised Signatory 
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Appendix F 
 

Proposed Air Quality Management Order 
 Number 4 – Little Madeley 
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Environment Act 1995 Part IV Section 83(1) 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council 

Air Quality Management Order Number 4 – Little Madeley 
 
 

Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council in exercise of the powers conferred upon it by Section 

83(1) of the Environment Act 1995, hereby makes the following Order. 

 

1. This Order may be cited/referred to as the Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Air 

Quality Management Area Number 4 – Little Madeley and shall come into effect on 15th 

January 2015. 

 

2. The area shown on the attached map in red is to be designated as an air quality 

management area.  This Area is designated in relation to a breach of the nitrogen 

dioxide annual mean objective as specified in the Air Quality Regulations 2000 

 

3. This Order shall remain in force until it is varied or revoked by a subsequent order. 

 

The Common Seal of Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council was hereto affixed on  

      and signed on behalf of said Council. 

 

 

      

Authorised Signatory 
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